IS    POLAND    LOST?

leader of this secret movement was a woman, the
poetess Narcis Zmichowska. She was thrown into
prison for her activity in this connection, but
immediately upon her release resumed her under-
ground work, though somewhat more carefully
than before.

And when the rebellion had finally broken out,
she formed a women's organization in Warsaw
(Komitet Kobiet) which with lightning rapidity
established branches throughout Congress Poland,
as well as in the Prussian and Austrian parts of
Poland. The method was to form cells of five
women which multiplied almost automatically.
The varied activities of the organization included
care of the wounded, help for imprisoned and
exiled Poles and their dependents, provisioning of
the insurgent armies and maintenance of liaison
between them. The necessary financial means were
provided by the members themselves, who sacri-
ficed not only their last coin, but also whatever
jewellery or other valuables they possessed and
many a wedding ring was given up for the defence
of the Polish Fatherland.

None of these women expected any reward or
recognition. Most of the financial contributions
were sent in anonymously, so that the names of the
donors were never on record. Naturally, the
organization had to carry on its tremendous work
in secret and every possible precaution had to be
taken against discovery by the Russian police. In
this way an impenetrable wall was erected between
Russians and Poles, in the same manner as we are
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